STALEMATE ON" THE  MADRID   FRONT
occasional watch on him. Weeks went by and nothing
happened to revive suspicions. The young man led a
regular Efe, was not seen to consort with anybody sus-
picious, and was of a pious disposition going regularly to
church, even in the week.
It was at church, however, that the first real clue was
found. One of the counter-espionage agents noticed that
twice when the young man left his place on a faldstool
next to a pillar, a young and very beautiful girl about
twenty came and knelt in prayer at the same place, but
that she appeared while so doing to be taking a piece of
paper from under the cushion The detective normally
would have dismissed this as a lovers* stratagem, but
he felt In the circumstances that it would be well to find
out who the girl was. She was followed, and when her
identity was established It was found that at the school
\\here she had passed out as a probationary teacher she
held very advanced views, and it was for that reason that,
since the Civil War, her services had been dispensed with
by the scholastic authorities.
It was obvious that the closest investigation was neces-
sary. Half a dozen of the most skilled secret service
agents under the command of an officer were put on the
trail. The young Falangist church-goer met two soldiers
fresh from the front who, carelessly, over glasses of
Manzamlla, told him the exact moves of two important
columns. The young man duly went to church, but
before the pretty blonde arrived, his message was taken,
photographed, and put back In place. The first check
which, Incidentally, was a confirmation of the theory that
dangerous spies were at work, was that the note was found
to be In cipher.
It was evident that the girl was the second link In a
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